







— Arthur F. Bell —
This picture represents in a very small way an expression
of our thanks and appreciation to Mr. Bell for his faithful
and dedicated service to Bennington and its residents for a
period of over fifty years of public service.
Mr. Bell began his service to the community in 1914 as a
Selectman and in 1919 he became Town Treasurer and for
47 years he served the town in this capacity, retiring last
year.
We who worked with him and all of his fellow townsmen
wish him a long, healthy and happy retirement.
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John P. Weston Term expires Nov. 1968
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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Bennington in the County
of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
Bennington on Tuesday, the 14th of March, next at ten of the
clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year en-
suing.
2. To see what sum of money the Town will raise and ap-
propriate for highways and bridges.
3. To see if the Town will vote to accept State Aid for Class
V roads and raise and appropriate money for the same. The Town
must raise $279.46 and the State will contribute $1,863.05.
4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen
to borrow such sums of money as may be necessary in anticipa-
tion of taxes.
5- To see what action the Town will take in regard to real
estate taken over by the Town for non-payment of taxes.
6. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum
of $2,000.00 for tarring. (Selectmen and Budget Committee).
7. To see what action the Town will take regarding repairs
to the roof of the small firehouse and to raise and appropriate
$300.00 for the same. (Selectmen and Budget Committee).
8. To see what action the Town will take regarding flame-
proofing the Town Hall stage curtain and to raise and appropriate
$65.00 for the same. (Selectmen and Budget Committee).
9. To see what further sum of money the Town will vote
to raise and appropriate to acquire title to land near the well site
in the northern part of Bennington on the western side of the old
road to Antrim and to acquire such easements or other rights as
are necessary to connect the proposed well with the present water
system and for extensions thereof. (Selectmen — Budget Commit-
tee— Water Commissioners)-
10. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to con-
vey to the Bennington School District the so-called Pierce School
property which was conveyed to the Town by Arthur J. Pierce
by deed dated January I, 1929.
11. To see if the Town will vote to accept such land as may
be conveyed to the Town by the Bennington School District. Also
to see if the Town will vote to accept any gift made to the Town
during the prior year.
12. To see if the Town will accept the report of Anderson-
Nichols regarding the preliminary engineering survey on stream
pollution and to see if the Town will authorize the Town Plan-
ning Board and the Selectmen to study the same in conjunction
with the representatives of the Town of Antrim and Monadnock
Paper Mills, Inc.
13. To see what sum of money the Town will raise and ap-
propriate for Statutory requirements and to carry the articles and
appropriations of the School District into effect.
14. To transact any other business that may legally come
before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 21st day of February, in










We would also call to the attention of the voters that in ac-
cordance with vote of the Town Meeting the articles of the War-
rant will be taken up for action at 1:30 P.M., the afternoon of
March 14, 1967.
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1967 to December 31, 1967.
Compared with Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations
and Expenditures of the Previous Year
January 1, 1966 to December 31, 1966
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON, N. H.
Actual Estimated
Appropriations Expenditures Expenditures
Purposes of Expenditures Previous Previous Ensuing
Year 1966 Year 1966 Year 1967
General Government:
Town Officer's Salaries $1,800 00 $1,795 00 $1,800 00
Town Officer's Expenses 1,200 00 1,232 24 1,250 00
Election and Registration Exp. 400 00 469 64 150 00
Exp. Town Hall & Other Bldgs. 1,800 00 1,689 41 1,800 00
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Department 1,500 00 1,702 41 1,700 00
Fire Department 2,500 00 1,432 68 2,500 00
Moth Exterm.—Blister Rust and
Care of Trees 250 00 250 00 50 00
Damages and Legal Expenses 200 00 258 60 250 00
Health:
Health Dept, incl. Hospitals 50 00 50 00 50 00
Vital Statistics 30 00 31 00 30 00
Town Dump and





Gen. Exp. of Highway Dept.
Libraries: 200 00 200 00 200 00
Public Welfare:
Town Poor 400 00 477 60 400 00
Old Age Assistance 2,500 00 2,267 73 2,500 00
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day & Veterans' Assoc. 200 00 200 00 200 00
Recreation:
Parks and Playgrounds, Incl.




TAX YEAR 1966 SUMMARY INVENTORY OF
VALUATION OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON
IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
Description of Property Valuation
Lands & Buildings $737,880 00
Factory Buildings & Land 368,500 00
Factory Machinery 400,150 00
Electric Plants 57,000 00
House Trailers, Mobile Homes & Travel Trailers
Assessed as Personal Property 1 1,000 00
Stock in Trade of Merchants 3,905 00
Stock in Trade of Manufacturers 172,960 00
Boats & Launches 6 725 00
Gasoline Pumps & Tanks 750 00
Portable Mills 800 00
Road Building & Const. Machinery 3,888 00
Total Valuation Before
Exemptions Allowed $1,747,558 00
War Service Exemptions $33,000 00
Total Exemptions Allowed $33,000 00
Net Valuation on Which Tax Rate
is Computed $1,714,558 00
ELECTRIC, GAS AND PIPELINE COMPANIES
Name of Company Electric
Public Service Co. of N. H. $57,000 00
CLASSIFICATION OF WAR SERVICE EXEMPTIONS
All other qualified persons 33 $33,000 00
Total Number and Amount 33 $33,000 00
Number of Inventories Distributed in 1966 327
Number of Inventories Returned in 1966 139
Number of Veterans Exempted from Poll Tax 59
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report
was taken from official records and is correct to the best of our
knowledge and belief.
Date August 11, 1966
Selectmen of Bennington
11
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND
TAXES ASSESSED FOR THE YEAR 1966




Reimb. a/c State and Federal
Lands—TRA 1,875 76
Revenue from Yield Tax Sources 416 36
Interest Received on Taxes and Deposits 100 00
Business Licenses, Permits & Filing Fees 20 00
Dog Licenses 240 00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 4,500 00
Rent of Town Property & Equip. 300 00
Income from Trust Funds 800 00
Town Truck 1,200 00
Water and Electric Departments 3,400 00
Poll Taxes at $2.00 (1966 Warrant)
Number 258 516 00
Other Revenue:
Misc. 250 00
Total Revenues and Credits $14,947 13
Net Town Appropriations 26,590 23
Net School Appropriations 57,417 59
County Tax Assessment 7,750 19
Total of Town, School and County $91,758 01
Add: Overlay 2,542 69
Amount to be Raised by Property Taxes $94,300 70
TAX RATES
Taxes to be committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $94,300 70
Total Property Taxes
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF
BENNINGTON IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1966
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this report
was taken from official records and is correct to the best of our
knowledge and belief.
Date Jan. 25, 1967
Erving A. LeCain
Frederick S. Sheldon
Wm. L. Aldrich, Sr.
Selectmen of Bennington
Mary D. Shea, Treasurer
ASSETS
Cash
In hands of treasurer $36,563 91
Accounts Due to the Town
—
Other bills due Town:
Village Spa & Trust Funds (Pd. Jan. 1967) 140 25
Unredeemed taxes:
Levy of 1965 512 77
Levy of 1964 119 48
Uncollected Taxes:
Levy of 1966 5,441 77
State Head Taxes—Levy of 1966 215 00
Total Asset
Excess of liabilities over assets
(Net Debt)
Grand Total
Net Debt—December 31, 1965
Net Debt—December 31, 1966
Increase of Debt










Accounts Owed by the Town:
Bills Outstanding $525 79
Unexpended Bal. of Special Approp:
Expansion of Water Works System 70,000 00
Committed
—
R. E. Chapman Co. 18,051 60
Bal. uncommitted 51,948 40
Due to State:
(a) State Head Taxes— 1966 (Uncollected
$215 00) (Collected—not remitted
to State Treas. $220 00) 435 00
(b) Yield Tax—Bond & Debt Retirement
(Uncollected $57 85) (Collected—not
remitted to State Treas. $35 26) 93 11
Due to School Districts:
Balance of School Tax 32,424 59








For Highways and Bridges:
For Town Road Aid
Interest and dividends tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax and Buildings
and Loan Association Tax
Reimbursement a/c Motor Vehicle Road Toll
Reimbursement a/c Old Age Assistance
Bounties
Misc.
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses
Business licenses, permits and filing fees
Rent of Town Property
Income from trust funds
Income from departments, Town Truck
Income from municipal water, sewer
and electric departments
Motor Vehicle Permits (1965-$94 09)
(1966—$5,239 98)
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Temporary loans in anticipation of
taxes during year
Long term notes during year
Insurance adjustments
Sale of town property—Cemetery lots
Pistol Permits
Tarring Driveways
Total Receipts Other than
Current Revenues
Total Receipts from All Sources








Town officer's salaries $1,795 00
Town officer's expenses 1,232 24
Election and registration expenses 469 64
Expenses town hall and other
town buildings 1,689 41
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police Department 1,702 41
Fire department, inch forest fires 1,432 68
Moth extermination—Blister Rust and




Health department, incl. hospitals 50 00
Vital Statistics 31 00
Town dumps and garbage removal 1,084 00
Highways and Bridges:
Town Road Aid 281 36
Town Maint. (Summer $3,184 97)
(Winter $3,734 25) 6,919 22
Street Lighting 1,671 78
Gen. Exp. of Highway Department 2,889 12
Truck Repairs—Gas—Oil 1,156 11
Libraries 200 00
Public Welfare:
Old Age Assistance 2,267 73
Town Poor 477 60
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day, Veteran's Association
and Old Home Day 200 00
Recreation:
Parks and playgrounds, incl.
band concerts 1,140 95
Public Service Enterprises:
Municipal water and electric departments 2,133 74
Cemeteries, including hearse hire 693 74
19
Unclassified:
Damages and legal expenses 258 60
Advertising and Regional Assoc. 151 00
Taxes bought by taown 806 06
Discounts, Abatements and Refunds




Paid on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes $347 50
Paid on long term notes 300 00
Total Interest Payments $647 50
Outlay for New Construction, Equipment
and Permanent Improvements:
Fire Department $210 60
Water Works construction 5,625 38
Tarring 1,891 92
Town Clock 50 00
New Equipment (Highway $7,362 46) 7,362 46
Total Outlay Payments $15,140 26
Indebtedness:
Payments on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes $25,000 00
Payments on long term notes 2,000 00
Total Indebtedness Payments $27,000 00
Payments to Other Governmental Divisions:
State Head Taxes paid State Treas.
(1966 $1,044 00) (Prior Yrs.
$728 00) $1,772 00
Payments to State a/c Yield Tax
Debt Retirement 97 19
Taxes paid to County 7,750 19
Payments to School Districts (1965 Tax
$21,521 37) (1966 Tax $24,993 00) 46,514 37
Total Payments to Other
Governmental Divisions $56,133 75
Total Payments for all Purposes $132,458 30
Cash on hand December 31, 1966 36,563 91
Grand Total $169,022 21
20
STATEMENT OF BONDED DEBT

















SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $50,000 00
Furniture and Equipment 1,500 00
Libraries, Lands and Buildings 25,000 00
Furniture and Equipment 3,000 00
Police Department, Lands and Buildings 300 00
Highway Department, Lands and Buildings 20,000 00
Equipment 5,000 00
Materials and Supplies 8,500 00
Parks, Commons and Playgrounds 500 00
Water Supply, if owned by Town 35,000 00
Electric Light Plant if owned by Town 70,000 00


























Property Taxes $220 00
$220 00
Uncollected Taxes—As Per Collector's List:
Property Taxes $5,024 64
Poll Taxes 70 00
Yield Taxes 347 13
$5,441 77
Total Credits $95,373 52
SUMMARY OF WARRANT
PROPERTY, POLL AND YIELD TAXES
LEVY OF 1965
DR
Uncollected Taxes—As of January 1, 1966:
Property Taxes $4,342 80
Poll Taxes 84 00
Added Taxes 2 00
Yield Taxes 59 04
$4,487 84
Interest Collected During Fiscal Year
Ended December 31, 1966 136 56
Total Debits $4,624 40
CR
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal
Year Ended December 31, 1966:
Property Taxes $4,342 80
Poll Taxes 84 00
Yield Taxes 59 04
Int. Col. During Year 136 56
Abatements Made During Year:
Poll Taxes 2 00
$4,622 40
$2 00
Uncollected Taxes—As Per Collector's List:
Poll Taxes







State Head Taxes Committed to Collector:
Original Warrant $1,595 00
Total Commitment $1,595 00
Penalties Collected 18 50





SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1966
DR
Tax Sales on Account of Levies of:
Prev.
1965 1964 Years
Taxes Sold to Town During
Current Fiscal Year $806 06
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes
January 1, 1966 $330 83 $34 82
Interest Collected After Sale 12 41 5 37
Total Debits $806 06 $343 24 $40 19
CR
Remittances to Treasurer During
Year $293 29 $223 76 $40 19
Abatements During Year
Deeded to Town During Year
Unredeemed Taxes—At Close of
Year 512 77 119 48
Total Credits $806 06 $343 24 $40 19
UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX SALES

















































































I hereby certify that the above list showing the name and
amount due from each delinquent taxpayer, as of December 31,
1966, on account of the tax levy of 1966, is correct to the best





UNPAID PROPERTY TAXES 1966
Mary Bigelow
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
I hereby certify that the above list showing the name and
amount due from each delinquent taxpayer, as of December 31,
1966, on account of the tax levy of 1966, is correct to the best
of my knowledge and belief.
Edward E. French
Tax Collector
DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
Year Ended December 31, 1966
1. Taxes—Edward French, Tax Collector:
1966 Property Taxes $89,111 06
1966 Poll Taxes 438 00
1966 Yield Taxes 211 54
1966 Head Taxes 1,383 50
Prior Year Property Taxes 4,342 80
Prior Year Poll Taxes 84 00
Prior Year Head Taxes 308 00




N. H. Bank Tax $759 59
N. H. Savings Bank Tax 494 34
N. H. Railroad Tax 75 08
Gas Tax Refund 119 80
Refund of Head Tax Expense 8 40
Refund of Bounty Expense 15 00
Refund of White Pine Blister 1 00
Reimbursement of T.R.A. Expense 457 75
Reimbursement—Old Age Assistance 75 00
$2,005 96
3. Filing Fees—Don Powers 13 00
4. Dog Licenses—Don Powers & C. Rogers 287 60
5. Water Dept. Income—John Armstrong 3,513 16
6. Town Hall Rent—Paul Traxler 207 00
7. Motor Vehicle Permits—Don Powers 5,334 07
8. Rent of Town Truck & Tractor 1,295 00
9. Trust Fund Income 768 85
10. Temporary Loan— 1st Nat'l Bank of Hillsboro 25,000 00
11. Town Truck Loan— 1st Nat'l Bank of Hillsboro 5,000 00
12. Rental of Town Truck 251 10
13. Care of Cemetery Lots 45 00
14. Pistol Permits 14 00
15. Tarring—Sid Huntington 223 25
16. Refund of Insurance Premium 39 00
Total Receipts $140,579 88
28
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Year Ended December 31, 1966
1. Town Officers' Salaries:
Robert Knight
Walter Cleary




























2. Town Officers' Expenses:
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
3. Election & Registration Expenses:
Maxwell Press $59 64
J. P. Weston 5 00
Women's Club 45 00
Fred Gibson 30 00
Delmar Newhall 20 00
Herbert Curtis 30 00
Arthur Diemond 30 00
Percy Jenness 10 00
Transcript Printing 26 00
Joyce Miner, Treas. Women's Fellowship 90 00
Messenger Publishing 9 00
Paul Traxler 35 00
Philip Knowles 35 00
Eric Strombeck 10 00
Edward French 35 00
4. Town Hall Expenses:













Contoocook Valley Tel. Co.
American Fire Equip. Co.
Keene Two Way Radio
N. H. Welding Supply Co.
L. A. Laviolette
7. Blister Rust & Care of Trees:
Chase Tree Service
State of N. H.
8. Bounties
9. Insurance—Stuart Clark Agency
10. Auto Registrations:
Donald Powers $223 00
11. Health Dept:
Donald Powers $50 00
12. Vital Statistics:
Donald Powers $31 00




Percy Jenness $1,040 00
Ed Derosiers 12 00
Sidney Huntington 32 00
$303 19
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
15. Town Road Maintence—Summer:
Sidney Huntington $2,181 72
Ed Derosier 320 75
Harold Wilson 361 50
Herbert Curtis 303 00
Mike Cass 4 50
Fred Swett 13 50
16. Town Road Maintenance-
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
20. Old Age Assistance:
State of New Hampshire $2,267 73
21. Town Poor:
Law Motor Freight $29 60
Edmund's Store 105 00
The Gilsum House 343 00
$477 60
22. Memorial Day:
Robert Knight, Treasurer $200 00
23. Parks & Playgrounds:
Village Spa 7 00
Dudley Howe 929 45
Arthur Sawyer 6 00
Fred Hugron 35 00
Harry Sawyer 7 50
Ed Sawyer 7 50
Gladys Newhall 145 00
Sidney Huntington 3 50
M.140 95
24. Water Works:
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
25. Cemeteries:
Sidney Huntington $59 25
Edward Derosier 520 50
Fred Hugron 15 00
Bennington Garage 9 61
Merrimack Farmers Exchange 85 00
Edmund's Hardware 4 38
$693 74
26. Damages & Legal Expense (including dogs);
Blodgett & Makechnie $213 00
Dr. Forrest Tenney 4 50
C. Rogers—fees 41 10
$258 60
27. Advertising and Regional Association:
Monadnock Region $151 00
28. Taxes bought by Town $806 06
29. Town Truck—gas & oil:
Mobil Oil Company $461 45
30. Hillsborough County Tax $7,750 19
31. Bennington School District $46,514 37
32. Town Truck:
Bennington Garage $531 91
N. H. Explosives 162 75
$694 66
33. Town Road Aid:
State of N. H. $281 36
34. Interest:
Fire Truck Loan $300 00
Tax Anticipation Loan 347 50
$647 50
35. Yield Tax—State of N. H. $97 19
34
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS
New Town Truck
Bennington Garage $7,327 46
Paul Lavoie—lettering of sign 35 00
$7,362 46
Fire Dept.—Rubber Coats
American Fire Equipment Co. $210 60
Water Dept.—Exploration of Well
R. E. Chapman & Co. $5,461 35
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This is to certify that the books of the Selectmen, Treasurer,
Tax Collector, Town Clerk, Water Department and Trustees of
Trust Funds for the Town of Bennington have been examined
according to the uniform, classification of the State Tax Commis-




G. E. P. DODGE LIBRARY REPORT
In recognition of eighteen years of faithful service as librarian
of the G. E. P. Dodge Library, the following report is dedicated
to Mary K. Wilson.
Recognizing the need to keep pace with the times and to avail
this community of every possible assistance in so doing, we have
have this year affiliated with the newly organized Statewide Library
Development Program which has been set up to strengthen local
libraries, to give improved service at a lower cost than would be
possible if each individual town were to provide the same service
and benefits. This will be accomplished without in any way in-
terfering with the local self-government of public libraries by their
own Boards of Trustees. Participation in this system is entirely
voluntary and we can withdraw at any time.
Affiliated libraries are eligible to receive state aid; an outright
grant to improve reference collections, plus additional dollar-for-
dollar matching grants for books and related materials. We have
already received a gift of one hundred dollars' worth of reference
books, of our own choice, and are buying books through the state
bank at discounts up to thirty-eight percent. It is expected we will
receive a similar one hundred dollar grant annually.
Our district office is in Keene, N. H., and functions to pro-
vide us at all times professional guidance. For the past six months
a consultant from there has spent one day a week at our library
assisting in weeding, classifying, and cataloguing our books. The
librarians, trustees, and friends of the library are working with her,
and this seems an appropriate time to express our appreciation for
all the volunteer work being contributed to this worthwhile project.
From the extension service, which includes the Bookmobile,
it is possible to borrow books on all subjects and in many languages
40
—both fiction and non-fiction. All you need do is make your wants
known to the librarian. Records are also available to adults through
the state library and we are starting our own collection for loan-
ing. For those librarians unable to attend the summer training
course at the University of New Hampshire, there is now an ex-
tension course at Keene State College where it is possible to ac-
quire basic training so essential today to efficient library operation.
Scholarships are available for qualified candidates for the summer
school. Our librarians are expecting to avail themselves of this
training.
There has been some adverse criticism of our attempt to
recover books lost and/or long overdue. As trustees we are re-
sponsible to you taxpayers for the care of the library and its con-
tents. We have a duty to protect your interests, one of which is to
keep track of books and see that they are returned and in good
condition. It is seldom necessary to have overdue books inasmuch
as they can be renewed at the end of a three week's period. If
you find any library books among yours that are long overdue,
regardless of how long, please return them. If it is over six months
there will be no fine and no questions asked.
We are working closely with the schools to have on hand
the supplemental reading material the children need for their
various subjects. When informed of their needs, and with assist-
ance of the state library, we can be of much help to them and
their teachers. In fact, many of the books borrowed specifically
for school work are loaned directly to the school from where they
are circulated. There is a book-drop at the school so that books
may be returned at any time. As soon as we have established the
fact with the Internal Revenue Service that we are a tax-free in-
stitution we will be eligible for federal surplus materials from the
Distributing Office in Concord, N. H., and one thing we hope to
obtain is a discarded mail box which can be converted to the
above-mentioned purpose.
Have you been wondering what we mean by our constant
reference to "Friends of the Library"? It means exactly that —with
formal organizations now being set up throughout the country
—
groups of people with a friendly interest in the improvement of
local library service. Their activities and services include the fol-
lowing: giving time for shut-in service, story-telling, preparation
of exhibits, decorating, sponsoring story hours, film programs, dis-
cussion groups, community activities, senior citizen programs, and
musical programs, donating special books, records, furniture and
equipment, encouraging support of the library budget, library pro-
grams, and library legislation. The opportunities to help are end-
less.
In Bennington we are serving informally at the moment,
hopeful of becoming organized at a later date. If you are inter-
ested in serving in even the smallest way, please get in touch with
41
us. We welcome your support. Among other things, our local
"friends" have provided drapes, reading lamps, trash cans, signs,
candy for our sales, and much assistance with our very successful
lawn party and book sale this summer. We have received gifts
of money for books from the Girl Scouts and 4-H Club as well as
individuals. The balance of funds belonging to the disbanded
Bennington Women's Club has been desposited in the Peterbor-
ough Savings Bank in the name of the Trustees of Trust Fund
Dodge Library Fund, the interest from which is to be used towards
the purchase of books.
Under the auspices of the library, through the kindness of
Paul Scruton of Hillsboro, N. H., weekly art classes are being
held, free of charge, for grade school children. We are much in-
debted to Mr. Scruton.
We are appreciative of the cooperation of the Board of Select-
men of Bennington in carrying out our various programs.
We need trustees, librarians, state library consultants, and
friends working together for a progressive, useful library, but it is
meaningless without patrons. Much has been done over a period
of years to provide Bennington with one of the best small town
libraries in the state, and with the added support from the state
and federal governments ours should truly become the cultural
center of the community. We need the cooperation of every resi-
dent of this town. PLEASE USE YOUR LIBRARY.
Trustees
LIBRARIAN'S REPORT
Fines collected $27 28
Parcel Postage and Insurance on
Books, Films and records 14 14
Petty Cash $13 14




Books purchased in 1966 107
Which includes Collier's Encylopedia, Dictionary for each
reading level, Literature Reference Books, Catalogue Ref-




Magazines by subscription 14
42
Magazines by gift subscriptions 4
Magazines given by Gilbert Verney
Books received by bookmobile 1,200
Books received by State Library 100
Circulation since September 893
Books given by organization 4-H 2
The Bishop Method of Clothing Construction,
Fanny Farmer Jr. Cook Book
Proceeds from a Hobby Show given by the Girls Scouts 2




No book or other property belonging to the Library shall
be taken from the Library room without the consent of the Lib-
rarian.
Any person entitled to Library privileges, who shall take any
book from the Library room without allowing the usual record
to be made of the loan of such book, shall be fined one dollar.
No person shall loan any book belonging to the Library to
anyone outside of his own household, under penalty of forfeiture
of Library card.
Books must not be kept out more than three weeks, under
penalty of two cents per day for the additional time; and if not
returned at the end of five weeks, the person holding them shall
pay all expenses incurred in sending for the same.
Borrowers owing a fine shall forfeit all privileges of the Lib-
rary until such fine is paid.
Anyone losing or injuring a book shall replace it with one
of equal value, or pay the Librarian for the same, as he shall
determine.
REPORT OF TREASURER OF G. E. P. DODGE LIBRARY
RECEIPTS




































Free Hours Put In

















To The People of Bennington:
I wish to thank you all again for your help in backing up your








IN CASE OF ANY TROUBLE CALL:
Village Spa 588-9652 daytime and evening until 9:00 p.m.







IN CASE OF FIRE TO CALL BY TELEPHONE:
(1) Dial your Access No. then 352-1100.
(2) When dispatch center answers give your name, location and
description of fire.
Wait a few seconds and listen for alarm.
Last year was rather a quiet year for us.
Fires that we attended were: 5 House Fires, 1 Car Fire, 1
Dump Fire, 3 Chimney Fires, 1 Brush Fire, and 2 Mutual Aid
calls. We did not call for any assistance from Mutual Aid.
We held 5 Practices on Pumping and Hose lay outs during
the year.
Thanks again for your support in our Auction and Raffles.
We are trying to buld up a Building Fund with some of the money.
We purchased 6 Firecoats, fabric with removable linings,
which is a far better coat than our old rubber ones.
It was decided at our Jan. meeting not to put any Article in
the Warrant this year because we feel there is enough big things
coming up this year.
FIRE RECORD
Fire records are made by people — those who cause fires and
those who control them. Your forest fire warden, deputy wardens,
fire chief and firemen have, in spite of a prolonged drought, made
one of the best fire control records in recent years. Despite a very
dry spring, we in New Hampshire working together, have sub-
stantially reduced our fire incidence (885 in 1965 to 595 in 1966).
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This enviable record is largely due to two factors:
1. A closely coordinated and integrated state-town organization
jointly carrying out programs of forest fire prevention, train-
ing and suppression with dedicated personnel.
2. Your appreciation of our forest fire control program and your
individual effort in practicing fire prevention.
Statistics show, however, there is room for improvement. Majon
problems are still with us; (1) the careless disposal of cigarettes;
(2) the householder's carelessness in burning rubbish; (3) the
failure of woodlot owners and contractors to completely extinguish
their brush burning fires; (4) failure to extinguish camp fires; (5)
unsupervised children playing with matches.
New Hampshire has 4,339,000 acres of woodland to be pro-
tected. In 1966 we experienced 595 forest fires on this area and re-
stricted acreage burned to 395 acres — a fine testimonial to the
efficiency and dedication of the men who make up our forest fire
control organization.
1. If you must burn you will need a permit. Permits are not issued
between 9:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. except on rainy days. Permits
are not needed when the ground is covered with snow. To
minimize risk the best way to dispose of rubbish is at your
authorized town or municipal dumping area.
2. Be sure all discarded smoking material is out.
3. Don't leave a live camp or cooking fire.
4. Most important — instruct your children that matches are not
play things.




















Erving LeCain William Aldrich, Sr.
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS Norman R. Hartfiel
TEACHERS









THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Ben-
nington qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said dis-
trict on the tenth day of March, 1967, at eight o'clock in the after-
noon to act upon the following subjects:
1. To see if the district will vote to enter into a contract with
another school district tc pay tuition in excess of the State average.
2. To hear reports of agents, auditors, committees or officers
chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
3. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School Board
and fix the compensation of any other officers or agents of the dis-
trict.
4. To see what sum of money the district will vote to raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the payment of sal-
aries of school district officials and agents, and for the payment of
the statutory obligations of the district.
5. To see if the district will vote to authorize the School
Board to make application for, and to accept on behalf of the dis-
trict, any or all grants or other funds for educational purposes
which may now or hereafter be forthcoming from the United States
Government or from the State of New Hampshire for the school
year 1967-68-
6. To see if the district will vote to authorize the Bennington
School Board, acting as agents of the district, to transfer any prop-
erty now belonging to the district and not being acquired by the
Contoocook Valley Cooperative School District, to the Town of
Bennington.
7. To see if the Bennington School Board, acting as agents
of the district, shall be authorized to accept for the district property
now owned by the town.
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8. To see if the district will vote to authorize the school
board to convey to the Contoocook Valley Cooperative School
District, by quit claim deed, the property, together with the con-
tents thereof, and all land owned by the district.
9. To see if the district will vote to direct the treasurer to
pay over to the Contoocook Valley Cooperative School District
any cash balance in his hands or money due the district as of July
1, 1968, or thereafter, less any outstanding bills or debts; any sum
so transferred to be used as a credit against the school district as-
sessment to be raised by the pre-existing Bennington School Dis-
trict to defray its share of the cost of operation of the cooperative
school district during the first year of operation.
10. To transact any other business that may legally come
before said meeting.
Given under our hands at said Bennington this fourteenth













THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Ben-
nington qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said dis-
trict on the fourteenth day of March, 1967, at ten o'clock in the
forenoon to act upon the following subject:
1. To elect a Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, two Auditors and
a member of the School Board to serve until June 30, 1968, or as
long thereafter as may be necessary to transact the business of the
school district for the school year 1967-68-
The polls will close at six o'clock in the afternoon.
Given under our hands at said Bennington this fourteenth
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This is to certify that the information contained in this report
was taken from official records and is complete and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. The accounts are kept in accord-
ance with Section 24 of Chapter 71 of the Revised Statutes Anno-








Cash on Hand, July 1, 1965
Received from Selectmen:
Current Appropriation
Revenue from State Sources:
Sweepstakes
Revenue from Federal Sources:
Milk Reimbursement
E. S. E. A. Title I
Received from All Other Sources
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year
Less School Board Orders Paid














This is to certify that we have examined the books, vouchers,
bank statements and other financial records of the treasurer of the
school district of Bennington of which the above is a true summary
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1966, and find them correct in
all respects.
Erving A. LeCain





Cash on Hand, June 30, 1966 General Fund $ 2,104 28
Monies Due from Town 7 00
Monies Due from Federal Agency 500 00
Capital Reserve (Held by Trustees) 2,880 43
Total Assets $5,491 71
Net Debt
Grand Total $ 5,491 71
LIABILITIES
Liabilities Carried Forward $ 907 28
Capital Reserve (Offsets similar asset account) 2,880 43
Total Liabilities $ 3,787 71
Surplus 1,704 00
Grand Total $ 5,491 71
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BENNINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT




Theodore Aucella $20 47
Lawrence Laviollette 56 20
Shirley F. Warren 96 37
Charles Lindsay 156 61
Clifford Smith 39 90
Martha L. Weston 5 00









Edson C. Eastman Co., Inc.
First National Bank of Hillsborough
Norman R. Hartfiel, Travel
Hillsborough County Superior Court
Messenger Publishing & Printing Co.






Teachers Salaries $21,502 22
Total
2 15—Textbooks
Allyn and Bacon, Inc.
Follett Publishing Company
Ginn and Company
Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc.
Houghton Mifflin Company
Scott, Foresman and Company















When in the course of human events it becomes necessary
for the voters of a school district to make a judgment relative to the
organizational structure of its educational program, serious thinking
should be the basis for making a determination. This is the problem
which most of the districts in Union #24 are faced this year and
possibly next. The decision of the voters will point the direction
for educational endeavors within their communities for the next
decade and perhaps longer. It is not too difficult to make decisions
for a one or two year period as the precedents provide quite ade-
quate information on which to make a judgment. However, to
decide in 1966 what is going to be best in 1976 requires a different
type of thinking and a considerable amount of guesstimation.
Probably by the time this is being read some decisions will have
been made, but I expect there will be more to come. Therefore as
I proceed with my report I shall try to provide some information for
your consideration without excessively showing my prejudices.
Federal
We are now in the second year of involvement with the
federal aid to education program. P. L. 89:10 with its various titles
has been tied to the government's poverty program and consequent-
ly has not provided to the rural areas anything but "peanut pro-
grams" financially. However, we have been able to utilize these
meager funds to provide some additional services or improve some
existing services in a manner which would not have been done
had these funds not been available. We have also been able under
these programs to acquire a considerable amount of equipment
which would not otherwise have been available. Our libraries have
been able to improve themselves measurably under the Title II
program.
Unfortunately the proliferation of the Viet Nam conflict and
the aid to education program came into being at about the same
time. Now at a time when it was expected the education program
would be funded in increasing amounts the requests for larger
appropriations to carry on the war are going to receive top priority
and it is expected that funds available for educational purposes will
be of a token nature. Therefore I expect that at all levels of govern-
ment there will be a reduction of expenditures of federal funds for
education.
State
Article 83 of the Constitution of New Hampshire states,". . .
it shall be the duty of the legislators and magistrates in all future
periods of this government to cherish the interest of literature and
the science and all seminaries and public schools, . . ." That the
legislature took this obligation seriously is evidenced by the docu-
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ment entitled "New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated Rela-
ting to Public Schools". To administer the laws enacted relative
to public schools the legislature created the State Board of Educa-
tion and spelled out its powers in Chapter 186, section 5 as follows,
in part, "the State Board shall have the same powers of manage-
ment, supervision and direction over public schools in this state as
the directors of a business corporation has over its business . . ."
"It shall be the duty of school boards and employees of school dis-
tricts to comply with the rules and regulations of the State Board."
The above should leave no question as to where the responsi-
bility for the quality of New Hampshire's educational opportuni-
ties lies. Probably few would argue that this is not as it should be.
However, there is a growing dichotomy between the two groups
listed above and the local communities who have carried the bur-
den of implementing the mandates of the legislature and the direc-
tives of the State Board.
The legislature and the State Board in their endeavors to pro-
vide quality education for all the pupils in the state have found it
necessary to issue directives which required many communities to
upgrade their educational efforts to a considerable extent. At the
state level it was recognized that some communities were more
able to support quality education than others. In order to aid the
less affluent communities maintain its educational offering at the
level requested, the Foundation Aid program was established and
in later years Building Aid, Sweepstakes, Education for the Deaf,
Physically Handicapped and Mentally Retarded programs came
into being. None of these programs have been funded to the ex-
tent of the need and very few to the extent of the statutes.
A good example of this lack of funding the state aid programs
is revealed when it is observed that in 1966-67 Antrim received
$11,917.71 from the Foundation Aid program and if full payment
would be made in 1967-68 they would receive $52,294.66. In
1966-67 Hillsboro-Deering received nothing but if the program
was fully funded for 1967-68 they would receive $68,730.85.
Few people realize the extent that change is taking place in
education today. To attempt to keep up with this change the state
is putting more and more pressure on local communities to upgrade
their educational efforts. It is obvious that the improvement of
present services and the addition of new services plus the inflation-
ary trend in all phases of operation is of great concern to the local
school districts who now carry the brunt of the burden of financing
their educational endeavors. It is well known that the State Board is
considering new standards for various phases of the state's educa-
tional program and that the 1967 legislature will be considering
legislation which will increase the cost to the local school districts.
To what extent can the local districts absorb these additional costs?
I am among that growing number who feel that with the
responsibility for establishing educational standards in the state
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goes the responsibility to financially support these programs to a
greater extent than the state is now doing, and that until such a
time as the state is willing to assume a much more realistic re-
sponsibility no new programs be implemented at the state level
which require local level funding.
While we are discussing school costs, let us again examine
the state average per pupil cost for tuition purposes which does
not include debt service and transportation:
Year
Deering, Hopkinton and Weare are or soon will be faced with
building programs if they do not become a part of a cooperative.
Therefore this is an opportune time to be considering such a move.
By the time you read this the coop will have been accepted or
rejected by the involved districts. It is my hope that should there
be failure at this time that the same groups will again try to
present to the voters an acceptable program in the very near
future. All are faced with financing adequate programs and nearly
all are faced with new construction. My personal feeling is that
the only answer is for a joint solution to these problems. The day
of an adequate small operation is past and the sooner the problem
of size is solved the sooner we can get on with the job of quality
education.
For the first time in my life I found myself joined with sev-
eral other superintendents opening school with a vacancy on
the teaching staff. Fortunately I was able to obtain a person to
fill this vacancy within two weeks so little was lost. However,
such an experience is frightening when it is obvious that our
teacher training institutions will be unable to improve the teacher
shortage situation for at least three more years. Your board has
moved in the direction of making teacher procurement funds
available comparable to most New Hampshire districts, but again
this year I anticipate a most difficult time in filling our staff vacan-
cies.
Again I wish to express my appreciation to those with whom
I have worked for their fine cooperation and to all others for any
contributions they may have made in the interest of education.




SALARY OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Supervisory Union #24
1965 - 1966
A. State Share $2,750 00
B. Share Paid By:
Antrim School District
Bennington School District
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— Mary K. Wilson —
With appreciation and thanks for eighteen years of faithful
service to the Library and the community and with best
wishes of all for many healthy and happy years to come.
Library Trustees
G. E. P. Dodge Library
Text Paper — Monadnock Vellum Opaque 25x38-60
Cover Paper — Monadnock Vellum Opaque Fancy 20x26-65
Printing — Transcript Printing Company
Peterborough, New Hampshire
